MATHUR HANGING BRIDGE

This is a rare bridge found in Kanyakumari. This Hanging through in Mathur is the tallest and the longest of the trough bridges in Asia. Its height is 115 feet and has a length up to a Kilometer. It was constructed in 1966. Mathur is a hamlet of Aruvikkarai revenue village of Thiruvattar Panchayat Union. This bridge is built across the Parazhiyar River at a cost of 12.90 laths. It is built from one hill to another hill. There are 28 pillars in it. The Late Chief Minister Kamaraj built it for the goodness of the people as a drought relief measure. Now there is a children’s park and bathing platforms are put up on the banks.
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PADAMANABAPURAM PALACE

This was the capital of Travancore till 1798 A.D. This was the ancient seat of the Travancore rulers. This palace is located 37 km away from Kanyakumari. The palace inside this fort covers 6 acres of land area. The antiquities, the armony of the royal families, the Ramaswamy temple near the palace, 45 panels of carvings from the Ramayana can be found inside.
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VATTAKOTTAI

      This place is 6 km north-east of Kanyakumari. There is a granite fort located in this place. This along with the other line of ramparts are terminals to the south Travancore. It was built by King Marthanda. This was built in defense, to protect, Nanjil Nadu. The fort is located in a three and half acres land area. The fort walls are of 25 feet high. There is a parapet which is 29 feet thick in the front side and 18 feet at the corners and 6 feet at the rears. This was very strongly built through the orders of De Lennoy, during the reign of King Marthanda.

MUTTAM BEACH
      This is located 40 km away (North west) of Kanyakumari. There is a five beach in this place. There is a lighthouse in this shore and it is a place perfect for relaxation.
TIRUPARAPPU
The Kodayar River makes its descent at Tiruparappu. The water fall at this place is about 13 kilometres (8.1 mi) from Pechiparai Dam. The river bed is rocky and about 300 feet (91 m) in length. The water falls from a height of nearly 50 feet (15 m) and the water flows for about seven months per year. The whole bed above the falls is one rocky mass which extends 250 metres (820 ft) upstream where the Tirparappu weir has been constructed for supplying water to the paddy fields.
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ST. XAVIER’S CHURCH

A prove and dedicated priest visited the coastal areas of Tamilnadu from Goa. He stayed at Kottar on his visit. Kottar was an established trade centre during the 13th, 14th and 15th centuries. He was a catholic priest. He worshipped. Mary in a small temple in this place. He was called valoya Pandaram by the people. He turned away the padagas who tried to conquer the venad. The King appreciated the priest and offered him a land to build a catholic church. It was renovated and now it is a huge cathedral.[image: image4.png]ST NI





SUCHINDRAM THANUMALAYAN TEMPLE

      Suchindram is a pilgrim town in the Kanyakumari district. There is a Thanumalayan temple in the place. This temple is a treasure of arts. The artistic skills of the architects, sculptors and craftsmen are found through their creation of the musical pillars and also the gorgeous 18 feet statue of Hanuman, The deputy of King Rama. The temple is dedicated to the Hindu Trinity Vishnu, Shiva and Brahma. The Hanuman Statue and Vinayaki (The female carving of Vinaya) are found exuberantly.
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PEER MOHAMMED DARGHA

      The mosque, named peer Mohammed Oliyullah is located at Thuckalay. This mosque was named after the Muslim philosopher Mohamed Appa. This philosopher was born in Tenkasi a part of the Tirunelveli District. He spent sometime in the abode namely Peermedu in Kerala state and then came to Thuckalay. As a poet of Tamil, he wrote many books on philosophy. The chera Kings had a good relationship with this poet philosopher. He said the foundation store for the construction of the Granite fort in Padhmanalsapuram. The anniversary of this great man is attended by a large mass of people from both the states, Tamilnadu and Kerala. 
VIVEKANANDA ROCK
The great Indian Philosopher Swami Vivekananda’s memorial is built in a small island like rock 200 meters from the shore. A very great building and other halls are constructed in this rock. Actually it is a turn rock where this memorial stands. There is a meditation hall where people who wants to meditate in a calm and composed atmosphere can perform their meditation inside it. Boat facilities are available for the tourists to visit this beautiful memorial spot.
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SHOTHARILAI BEACH

      This is one of the beautiful natural beaches located in the district which is 10 km away from Kanyakumari. The water in this beach is shallow and we can find many sand dunes in the shores. The district administration has taken steps and developed this wonderful natural beach into a five tourist spot. The new laid coastal road leads the tourists to this spot. The beautiful site that the tourists watch along the way to this spot enthralls them with joy.
PECHIPARAI DAM

The reservoir was formed by the construction of the Pechiparai Dam, which was built across the River Kodayar about a mile below the confluence of the tributaries Kallar, Chittar and Kuttiyar. It was built during the period 1897 - 1906 by the European Engineer, Mr Minchin, during the reign of the Travancore Maharaja Moolam Thirunal.

The water from the reservoir is used for both irrigation of crops and for drinking purposes, which has led to conflict between farmers who want to use all the water for their crops, and local authorities, who don't have another place to draw drinking water from, for supply to the urban areas. The dam is surrounded by hills of the Western Ghats, and is a scenic place.
